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INTELLIGEICE !ELORANDUM NO, 129

' SUBJECT: Foreign Reaction to the TS Position on the Stalin "Peace

Interview!

1. Reactions to date are almost entirely confined to offiecial
statements and to radio and press comments., The latter comments, ex-
cept when officielly directed, are prejudiced by the political positions
of the media in which they appear. Significant analyses of publiec
opinion are not yot available.

2, Appendices A-F provide on a reglonal basis
8. Ofﬁ.ciai positions where lknown
b. Press and radio reactions as availsble

. Estimates of probable public response made on general
-1
m’oums.

3. It is considered that

a. Official responses in non-Commmist Western States temd
to support the present WS posi.tion of asking for "deeds not words."

b. Press and radio comments follow elither the official poaition
r support the "peace offensive™ itself. At the present moment they pro-
vidc little evidence. .

e. Public opinion and popular judgment ere motivated, often

uwrealistically, by a widespread desire for peace and personal security,

and by a groping for stability. These motivations are subject to
manipvlation end exploitation., Conversely, they cannot be entirely
frustrated if public opinion and popular juigments are to be enlisted in
firm support of &« S line, Evidence is not yet in hand to indicats the
extent to which these motivations have been touched by the present
"peace offensive.” Such evidence should be requested and considered

as 1t becomss available.

4. Appeniix G, "Foreign Radio Reactions to Stalin's Replies to
Kingsbury Smith" was prepared by the Foreign Broadeast Informetion
Branch e%:.ressly for this study.
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APPENDIX A

WESTERN EUROPE

The following questions have been considered with reference to
foreign reactions to the recent Stalin proposels for conversations
with President Trumens: '

(1) Will it cause the Govermment to change its present policy in
regard to the East-liest struggle?

(2) Will it cause the people to tring pressure on their Govern-
ment to alter its policy in regerd to the Last-liest struggle?

(3) If the Government does not zlter its policy, will it lose
popular support?

(4) What evidence have you received to date?

Western Europé estimates that the reaction will be as followss

1. Frence

1. No, However, continued close cooperation of the French Govern-
ment will be conditional upon close consultation zmong the Vestern Allies

on any important actions or exchange of notes.

2, No, 4 large majority of the population appears thoroughly .
cynical with respect to the Stalin proposal, The Communists and fellow
travellers will, of course, continue to exploit this phase of the "pesce
offensive", and some actively pacifist orgunizations such as the Gary
Devis group may bring pressure on the Government to adopt & more con-
ciliatory attitude toward the USR. : »

3. No. Not ény appreciable portion of its present support.
4o Statements by Premier Queuille (first Western spokesman t0 com-

ment on Stalin "peace overture"), Foreéign Minister Schuman, and extensive
press retiction, reported in greater detzil than usual by Paris Embassy,

2. Mestorn Germany.

1. Although the Stalin interview had little or no effect upon the
land governments, the impsct on the German politiciens at the Bonn Parlia-
mentary Council was reported to be considerable. The President of the
Council, Dr, sdenauer, is reported to have called a meeting of liinister
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Presidents to discuss the effect of the Stalin proposals on the creation
of a western German government., It makes a good bargaining point for
the Germans, who give credence to rumors of & US-USSR agreement at thelr
expense.,

2, No., German press reaction, except for _Cémmunist newspapers,
was- uniformly skeptical about sincerity of Stalin proposition, although
same papers questioned the advisability of going ahead with plans for a
western German govermment at this time, ’

_ 3. No., Public is apathetic, and poiitic:ians are jockeying for
pogition vis-a-vis Militery Government,'

"4 Threp i —}cables|
Two § cables [~

3. italy.

1. Ho. The Government will find it neceésary, however, to make .
clesr to the population thet the Italian Government welcomes any positive
step which would etse the tension between East and ‘west,

_ton German press summery,
“Mon Bonn reaction,

- 2, Yes, In =ddition to intensified opposi tion from the extreme lLeft,
meny of the moderate Socielists and certain Left-liing Christian Democrats
will feel justified in continuing pressure on their Cabinet representatives
to oppose military commitments to the West.

3. No. The Government will not necessar:lly lose popular support if
if acts as in paragraph (1) above. Popular support of the Government will
be conditioned by many other factors besides foreign policy, most pramninently
lf:y the Government's success in handling problems of domestic economic wel-
are. ,

4. A Foreign Office spokesman, The New Iork Times; Hoderate Soci&hst
Vice~Premier Saragat; at recent moderate Socialist (PSLI) Congress, only
18% voted in fever of celling on the Govermnment to line up definitely with
the West; Left-ling Christian Democratic leader Giovanni Gronchi. _

4. Netherlapds.

1, FKo.

2. No, Unless t.he Soviet "peace offensive“ is continued over a long
period of time with concrete evidence of & desire to reach agreement on
- outstanding issues,

3. No. . Except possibly under condition stated in 2,




Spavie.

4. Only evidence to date has been Dutch press comment. General:
tone of non-Communist press is one of extreme skeptielsm., Official
Labor, Catholic and small rightist parties' papers cite warious probable
Soviet motives, all ulterior, for Stalin's statement, several asking

for deeds and not words,

5. Austpla.-

1. No. Austrians have conszstenf.ly pointed out that Soviet agree~
ment on an sustrian treaty would best furnish concrete evidence of in-
tentions to ease the East-~lest tension.

2. No,
3. No.

4. No evidence received to date on the recent proposals.

6. Spain.

l. Ko. The Govermment will continue its intemse opposition to
the USSR and the expansion of Communism, The Government believes that
the mensce of Communism should bte met with militant intransigence, The
controlled press, therefore, probasbly will deplore any statements or
acts which can be interpreted as "weakening" of the US attitude toward
the USSR or es &n evidence of US gullibility, warning that trickery and
deceit underlie any conciliatory gesture by the USSR, and will seek to
impress the Spanish people that for these reasons the prospect of an
East-Hest war, in which Spain would be a primary cbject of attack by
the USSR, continues to be “:inevitable."

2, No. The Spanish people hava no means of bringing pressure on
their Government,

3. No. The Goverrment does not deperd for its strength on popular
support. The majarity of the cmservative elements, particularly the -
Army, on vhose support it does depend, concur in this policy,.

4. No evidence.

7. Belgiw.

lo No. : . » ’ (

2. No - Unless the Soviet "peace offensive® is ¢ mtinued over a .
long period of time with cacrete svidence of a desire tor each agreement
on outstanding issues,

3. No, = Except possibly under condition stated in 2,

-
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4. Only evidence to date has.beer Belgian press comment. Non-
Communist press views Stalin proposal with skepticism, linking it with
USSR attempt to "pressure" Norwey and en "all out" campaign to prevent
formation of the Atlantic Pact and to Hlock West German Government,

8. Eortusal.

~ 1. Ho. The Government will continue its anti-Communist stard,

2. No. The people have no way of influencing the Government.

3. No. The Goverrnment is not dependent on popular support, tut
on the support of the Army, which is strongly anti-Communist,

4. No reports have yet been_ received.
9. SmMgerlamd.

1, No.

2, No.

'_3.. No,

4 Only evidence to date has been Swiss press comment, previous to-
Stalin's proposals, on possibility of "peace offensive." Skepticism was
-expressed that there really was a "peace offensive" on basis of statements
of Italian and French Communists.

In conclusion, it should be noted that Western Europe and
countries in general are torn between conflicting emotions springing i‘rom.

(1) The fear that they will become involved in a war between
the US and the USSR - which leads them to want peace &t almost eny price,

(2) The fear that bilateral US-USSR negotietions will result in
an International "deal® in- which t.hey will be vmtimized.

(3) The fear that the US is "gullible" and will allow itself to
be out-maneuvered diplomatically - to the detriment of the foreign sup-
porters of US policy.
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APPENDIX B
HORTHERN COUNTRIES

-1. United Kingdom.

Barly British reactions to the US rcsponse to the Stalin Inter—
views, according to limited reports, indicate that the UK is fully
sctisfied. There is indication that Britlsh officlals, houever,
are on the walch for retalistory Soviet actions,

British opinion on the issues appears to correspond generally
wvith that of the W3 i.e., they have come to isok on Stalin inter—
views with skepticism, and to demand actions gs well as words in
demonstration of good falth. Failing such actions, the oracular
expressions from the Kremlin are We:welmingly considered to be

propaganda,
2. JIreland.
- Ho diregt evidence yet awanilshle,

On the basis of Irish reaction to similar events of the, past, A
it is believed that Irish public opinion, while amxious for a settle-
ment of Great Power differences, will approve the position taken by
the USo

3. The Union of South Africg.
Fo direct evidence 1s yet available,
The Union of South Africa has been in contimous sympathy with the

US position regard the USSR; and South African reactions to the US
response to the Stalin statements are probehbly overvhemingly favorable,



4o Suedem.
No direct evidence available,

+ Swedish press comments on Stalin's interview treated it with.
skepticliam as another move in the Soviet peace offensive designed

to forestall an Atlantic Pact and to confuse the West. It ig there~
fore unlikely that Swedish opinion will be otherwise then mildly
favorable to the US reaction,

5. Normwmy.
No evidenoe available
6. Dermark.
N§ eﬁdenoe available,
7. Cenadg.
. Ho evidence available,

It is not expected that the Camdian reaction will differ from
that of US public and officisl opinion, The following quotation
from a speech made on 20 Jmuary by L. B, Pearson, Secretary of
State for External Affairs, is appropriatet Wlet us not be de=
celved by phony olive branches, which nou seem to be waving here and
there in Europe en orders from Moscow." .



SRR
APPENDIX C
EASTERN EURCPE

1, USSR.

The Govermment will naturally beck Stelin to the hilt., The

people, who generally know nothing but Soviet propaganda, will
‘be deeply disapprointed by "US rejection of Soviet peace overtureg.”

2. Satelliteg.

The Govermmentg will back Stalin to the hilt, with the poussihle
exception of Yugoslavia. Even the Yugoslav Govermment will profess
support for Stalin proposale The majority of people will be dis~
appointed in the "US rejection of Soviet peace overtures »" - because
they believe that the chances for peace are being lessened. There are
many people in the area, however, who will welcome the US rejection
because they feel the only chance of salvation lies in a war between
the Soviet Unilon and the US, ' . - _

»




AR EAST/AFRICA

1. Greece.
' astions The press is skaptieal and unenthusiastic,

feel:l.ng positive acts are needed to prove that the Soviets are not try-
ing to defeat the Atlantic Pact and westera undon, ,

b. Probable reactions The press reaction represents a practically
miversal Greek distrust of Soviet intentions, and a feeling that the
firast token of a Soviet change of heart would have to be relaxation of
Soviet-satellite pressure in Greece. Theo Greeks regard the Stalin
- statements in the same light aa the Markos peace proposals, as prope-
ganda eimed at. &iscrediting or makening their opponents.

: 2

Enoym ] Editorials 8o far reported ave very skapt:.oel
although one Istanbul writer believes he perceives en oral softening
in face of "Truman realism,"

_ b. W‘q&z The Turklish Government and people, as usual,
will lead the field in open skepticism, They are highly likely to regard
it as another Soviet propsganda move released for the usual ulterior
motives. They would advocate prompt, ever contempbtuous, rejection amd
a demand for consiliatory Soviet deeds, not words, (Notes There is
likely also to be censure of the S press (INS) for its possibly mis-
chievous irresponsibility in presenting Stalin with this 0pport1mity.)

3. Arsb States.

Km__ﬂms None.

b. _Er_om&lg_zgw: Probably too mmh concerned with Palestine
and internal problems for any marked publie reaction. Privately, most
responsible Arab statesmen will probably be skeptical of Soviet good faith,
They will probably also interpret it as a further attempt of the great :
powers to ignore a.nd by-pass the UN,

4. Isreel. |
8. Knoyn reactions ' None,

. b. Probable reaction: Officially, Israel, which is attempting to
pursue a policy of friendship toward both East and Viest may be expected
to greet the proposal as a step toward better B-Soviet mﬁorstandlngo
Israel®s numerous political parties and factions will react according to
their several orientations,

-9
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8. reaction: So far there is no material available which
conveys the reactions of the govermnment, press, and other important
elements in Iran, _

b. Probable resction: The Shoh and the government, and most of the
enntrolling political leaders will probably view Stalin's "peace intervieu®
with much the same skepticism as expressed in the US, Iranian leftists,
as largely represented by the Tudeh Party, taking its cue from Moscow,
will revile (5 failure to accept Stalin's proposal. Advocates of a neutral
policy will probably also support it. Extreme nationalists and politiecal
opponents of the present govermment may back the proposal as a measure of
muddying tnternal political waters, ' _ : A
6. Indis.

a. re ns Prime Hfinister Nehru has privately®expressed the
hope that the US would handle the Stalin statement so as to avoid giving
large sections of Asiatic public opinion the impression that a friendly
gesture was being rejected. Nelrru said he couldn't judge whether Stalin
was acting in good faith in making the gesture but felt that the S ought
to make sure to place the responsibility for any further rift squarely on
the USSR. He pointed oul that the Soviets manipulated the situation last

- summer so as to glve many Indians the lasting impression that the B was
in the wrong. _ '

" b. Probsble reaction: - No press comment available, though it will
probably follow the lines suggested by Nehru, The Commmists, of course,
can be expected to follow their usual line, ‘

7. Reldigtan.

8o W§ There are as yet no lmownreaﬁtions of the
Pakistan goverrment, press, or other important elements in the country,

, o~ Erpbeble peactions Uhile it is believed that the Pakistan reaction
will be somewhat comparable to that of India, it is anticipated that the ‘
pro-llestern bias exhibited by Pakistan will induce the govermment on the
whole to approve US action, It will be hoped that the Mpeace offer" will .
- be handled in such a way as to not give the Asian countries the impression
that the BB is rebuffing a friendly Russian gesture, Ieftist elements in
the press will, probably, seize upon the opportunity to play up the "war
mongering Americans® and point out that the tension between the US and USSR
is the fault of the US, : ‘ : : g

8, Afghanistan.

a. EKnomm resctions There are as yet no known reactions of the Afghan
government, press, or other elsments, '

- 10 -
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b. Probsble reastion: In line with Afghanistan's realistic apprecia-
tion of USSR techniques and probable intentions, it may be anticipated that
Afghanistan will on the whole approve the direct and blunt official position
taken by the IS on Stalin's "peace interview.” Tho entire matter will
probably be given no offieial, and very little umofficial recognition in
Afghanistan,.

9. Liberis.
a. kK 08 ¢ Hone,

trobable reasction: Will follow US reaction if any.

-1l =



APFEMDIX E

EAST

Up to the present there has been practically no reaction either
official or unofficial to the present Soviet peace offensive and the
United States reaction thereto, Far Eastern govermments and peoples
ars so numerous and their problems so complex that the reactions
would vary in each country or area, depending upon the present orienta-
tion of the governments ard peoples. Inm general, however, it is the
opinion of this Branch that except for some Commmist exploitation
- of the propaganda velue of these current events, the Far East is so
preoccupied in its own immediate problems that no strong reaction ons
way or the other is to be expected. :
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APPENDIX F

LATIN AUERICA

1, FBIB has reported no radio comments in LA on Stalin's
- ansvwer to the Kingsbury Smith questions, nor have any cables from
embassies in our area given any comments,

_ 2. Ve expect no decided reaction in our area axcept from Gom-
munist and other pro-Soviet sources, who will pley up Soviet good
intentions and condemn the US for not accepting immediately, according
to the rule bock, There will be genersl comment to the effect that
it would bse desirable if the US and the USSR could come to terms,
with sane mention of the danger of grasping apparent Soviet alive
branches, Stalin's admitted poor health will cause speculation,
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APEEDIX G

NOTE

The political leenings and connections of the joumé.ls

" quoted in this report ere not given, but they are of

significance in evaluating the statements attributed
to them, |

Page 7, 1ine 4 gt.ged., boglming "DENA ..." chould read
as follovis:

DENA, U,S.-zome German press service, quotes the
Munich SUEDDEUISCHE ZEITUNG as asserting "Stalin's ine
terview reveals genuine anxiety about the rallying of
the west." A Baden-Beden comméntator, Fred Simson, de- -
clares the interview was given at a "psychologically
favorable® time, for it "coincides" with Russian censure
of the Atlantic Pact, :



FOREIGN RADIO REACTIONS TO

STALIN'S REPLIES TO KINGSBURY SMITH
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SOVIET ~-CONTROLLED GERMAN AND. SATELLITE RADIOS....................,.......3

aa The "voice Of Pea«cenctbu'0".00'0‘o......'l.la.‘n..l.l’.‘.“lbl‘0‘.5‘
b. "Those Rejecting Stalin's Offer Will Reveal . Warmongers".........h
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The Soviet Radio' To date, Radio Moscow has not issued a single mohitored

comment about Stalin's replies to Kingsbury Smith. Verbatim reports of the
initial;reply, hovever, have been broadcast repeatedly in practically all
languages used by the Soviet radio--a record surpassing Moscow's coverage of
any other eingle event eince at least April 1947, And preliminary monitoring
reports indicate that Mbscow is giv1ng wideapread publicity to Stalin!s 2

February reply to Smith's telegram

Soviet-Controlled Gernan and Satellite Fadios: The Soviet-controlled Gorman

radio and press have given overwhelming attentlon to Stalin's initial reply,
the Satelllte radios considerably less, Two ma Jor themes are stressed, with
insistent repetition, té the exclueion'of.praetically all~etherst (1) the
"fresh evidence of the Soviet Union's (allegedly‘hi_storic) willingness to
remove all ebstacles to building up a lasting peace”; and (2) the final proof
of Amerlcan "warmongering" that will be revealed if Stalln receives a negative
lreply, Dlsproportionate emphasis appears to have been placed on driving home
the latter point: '"those who reject (Stalints) fair offer will reveal them-
selves as warmongers"; if the U,S, refﬁses to accept Stalin’s.proposals,
"then the whole world will know who is obstructing a peace settlement"; anyone
who calls Stalin'e statement "propaganda" is "quite obviously an enemy of peace

and opposed to a peaceful settlement of postwar problems, "

* This report covers all monitored foreign radio broadcasts received in
Washington up to 7:00 a,m,, 3 February 1949, As of this time, no monitored
reactions to. Stalln's 2 February reply to Smith's telegram have been
recelved,

!
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Radios Outside the Sbviet Orbit: Here, an equivalent volume of monitored
éttention to the Stalin statement has been received, most of it from countries
in wesﬁern.Europe. The cormment is subject to bi-polar variations, from the
interp”etation that Stalin is becoming milder to the statement that the Soviet
attltude is stiffening; from Communist press laudations to unqualified
negatlviem; from proposals for a Truman-Stalin.meeting ta»outrightvrejections

of such an idesa,

The great bulk of the comment, however,ltakes no categorical positlon
Qualifled skept101sm, qualified hope, and caution about both the significance
and sincerity of Stalin's statement are the rule, Considerable concern 1is
expréssed or implied about the possible impact of the statement.on the Atlantic
Pact and the Western Union, which axre almost uniformly defended (again elther

implicitly or explicitly).

Among the various monitored suggestions.as to the cdufse of-action that
‘should be pursued in response to Stalin's statement there are few that recomménc
outright rejection, That Stalin's statemenx be given gscme form of serious con-
81deration and response is the attitude of most; and several feel that this |
ppssible chance of peace (even though perhaps an outside one) should be given

some gort of a trial,

- To date, few monitored reactions to the officially expressed U,S, attitude

about the Stalin statements: have been recoived;




THE SOVIET RADIO'

The response of the Soviet radio to the initial Smith-Stalin interview has
consisted of voluminous reporting of the interview itself, It has been given
verbatim in practically all of Moscow's foreign-language beams, and on some
beams (including Soviet Home Service broadcasts) at least three times within
a few hours, It has also appeared, in record time, in the 1 February issue
of the Cominform publication, FOR A IASTING FEACE, FOR A FEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY,
In sheer number of repetitions, no other single equ;valent event since April
1947 (vhen FBIB began concentrated study of Soviet radio broadcasts) has
received an equal amount of publicity in such a short tine,

As often happens, howeVer, Moscov has as yet refrained from comment, leaving
" this to Soviet-sympathizing sources., Some of these are quoted by the Soviet-
radio, And at least one Soviet Home Service broadcast has also reported the
gqualifiedly favorable reactions from other sources in the U,S, (such as
Senator Connally's) ard has noted that, according to UP, "the White Houae and
State Department,,. received cooly the statement of,, Stalin *o

SOVIET-CONTROLIED GERMAN AND SATELLITE RADIOS

' The volume of Soviet-controlled German radio ard press attention to Stalin's
reply to the four questions has been overwhelming. In contrast, few Satellite
broadcasts on the BubJject have been monitored to date, (Among them, it is of’
interest that TANYUG, the official Yugoslav press service, dispatches an
‘account of Wallace's interpretation that Stalin's atatement "1ig a sign of
hope for the whole world, 1)

a. The "Voice of Peace": Together with the Communist press in western
‘Europe, the Soviet=controlled German and Satellite radios hail and describe
Stalin'’s reply in terms such as the following, a '"ray of liﬂht"' a '"wide
door to peace"; Ma releage from a nlghtnare ; "deeds of peace” "fresh evidenoe
of the Soviet Union's willingness to remove. all obstacles to the building up
- of a lasting peace,” Among others, Berlin commentator Michael Storm dxamatizes
the réply as "one of the most important statements pronounced since the erd
of the war"s

“It is a long time since we have been able to observe scenes like these
of thls morning in Berlin, Newspapers were virtually torn out of the

- hands of the news vendors, Groups of people assembled around the news-
‘paper kiosks, In the trams, in the factories, everywhere there were
lively discussgions, To judge by the reports of the news agencies,
similar scenes occurred in Paris and Rome, New York and London, There
is no doubt that even the politically indifferent people have for some
time been subject to growing concern and tension: tHow are things to go
on? What will happen?!"

And TAEGLICHE RUNDSCHAU (SMA organ in Berlin) notes that the world public has
received Stalin's "positive replies" with "deep satisfaction., .., Those who
are endeavoring to preserve peace and to maintain interrnational harmony will
welcome Stalin's statement, "
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In support of thé contention that Stalin's reply is further evidence of the
Soviet "peace" policy, frequent references are made to previous Stalin state-
ments about "peaceful coexigtence" of differing economic and ideological
systems,

Two items are of particular interest—-if for no other reagon than their
uniqueness, One is a contrast drawn by Michael Storm between the sharpness
of the note of the Soviet Foreign Office in outlining the policy of the
Western Powers and the readiness expressed in Stalin's interview to'come to
an understanding," Storm is the oply monitored Soviet-controlled commentator
to discuss this contrast, and even he explains it away, "In reality," he
says, 'these are merely two sides of one'and the same fundamental problem,
The note of the Soviet Foreign Office clearly outlined the problera of
‘recent times while the replies of Stalin show a way out of this dangerous
atmosphere." (Later Storm also speaks of "the Soviet note to Norway (which)
. had proved that the time had passed once and for all when it was possible to
.draw a cérdon sanitaire around. the USSR, ")

The other 1tem of 1nterest is a broadcast statement by Dr. Schwarze, Vice
President of the Saxony-Anhalt Diet and member of the Saxony J-Anhalt's LDP
Executive, FEmphasizing the importance of direct cooperation between the heads
of the USSR and the U,S, Govermments, Dr. Schwarze is reported by Soviet- :
controlled Berlin to- have "jeclared that this couwld lead to a greater success’
for the preservation of peacé than month's-long discussions on a lower level--
as the 1nfluence of warmongers would be felt there in the case of the Western
Powers, (Though not explicitly declaring that: Pueaident Truman is not :
‘himself a "warmonger," thils would appear to be implied by the form of the
statement. ) .

b, "Those Regecting Stalin's. Offef Will Reveal Themselves as Warmongers ":

The: content of Soviet-controlled Gerran and Satellite radlo ‘cormentaries is
not limited to mere accentuation of the Soviet "peace" policy as indicated

by this "fresh evidence of Soviet willingness to remove all obstacles to... a
lasting peace." In fact, in terms of volume of bdroadcast attention, they
appear more concerned. with spelling out a propaganda base for subsequent
attacks on U,S, policy in the event of negative reaction to Stalin'eg statemente
For example:

"Those who reject his: (Stalin’s) fair offer will reveal themselves as war-
mongers, They will, however, nctice that the authority of the Soviet
Union and of Stalin in particular, as principal defender of world peace,
will have gained even more respect," (from the Dutch Communist DE
WAARHEID as reported by the Dutch radio at Hilversum)

"The answers have put before the Western Powers either the decision to
show by deeds and facts their willingness to come to an understanding with
the Soviet Union and thus to put an end to the internatioral tension
vwhich they have created; or again to demonstrate to the whole world thelr
determination to continue in the policy of preparing aggression,'

(from Prague's Communist RUDE PRAVO as reported by CTK, the official
Czechoslovak press service)
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"The U,S, will have to reply to Stalin's declarations, And from this
reply, it will be possible to judge whether the predominant circles of
that country intend to stick to their plans for world conquest or whether
they are ready to come to an understanding which would be welccmed also
by the American people," (Michael Storm over Soviet-controlled Berlin)

I? the U.S, .refuses to accept Stalin's proposals, "then the whole world
will know who is obstructing a peace settlement,” (sMaAts TAEGLICHE
RUNDSCHAU as reported by Soviet-controlled Berlin)

"Up to now, a Soviet concession had always been called the only pre-
requistte for the settlement of all differences between the U,S, and the
USSR, ,.. 'The Russiars must make the first move.' This has now been
done, And the whole world now calls on the Western Powers to play the
_@ame, .,., The people want to lmnow for certain whether their suspicion
was Justified that certain war profiteers were out for profits and had
entrusted’ 'certain governments! with the task of creating the pre-
conditions," (NATIONAL ZEITUNG, as reported by Soviet-controlled Berlin)

Nor do these commentaries overlook a chance to attack "the enemies of peace,’
the propagandlsts and incendiaries of a new war (who) are trving to -minimize
its . (Stalln's statement) significance" (TAZGLICHE RUNDSCHAU), While official
U,s, gtatements have not: 'yot been noted in monitored broadcasts from Soviet-
controlled Germany and the Satellites, "the expressed readiness of the Soviet
Govermment to arrive at a comprehens:v.ve gettlement” is said to have o’oviously
been 'very embarrassing! to those who wanted to provoke a new world war,
egpecially as var preparations had started so promisingly. Hence, it was
necessary for them to besmirch Stalin's offer" (BERLINER ZEITUNG as reported
by Soviet-controlled Berlin), And TAEGLICHE RUNDSCHAU offers the idea that

as for those who speak of Soviet propaganda, "the simplest way of refuting
Soviet propaganda 1s to accept Stalin's proposals and to sign a Soviet-U,S, _
‘peace declaration, to postpone the formation of a west-German Govermment, to
call the Foreign Ministers Council and to agree to a Tru:man-Stalin meeting.

RADIOS OUISIIE THE _SOVIET ORBIT

Comidered together, the radio and press outs;.de the Soviet orbit, especially
those in western Eurocpe, appear to have given almost as much public;tv to the
initial Stalin statements ag did the Soviet radio, In contrast to the latter,
however, they are rife with speculation and comment, While most of this can be
grouped -into the pattern indicated by the following sub-headings, there is
occasional wide diversity: from the Turkish TANIN's observation that "Stalin
is gradually becoming milder inithe face of the realistic Truman," for example,
to Pertinax! interpretation in FRANCE SOIR that Stalin's statement represents
a stlffenlng of the Soviet attitude, Also, for example,. while most comment
avoids any prediction of the American responge, Rome'!s MESSAGGERO comes out
flatly, according to the Rome radio, with the "certainty that President Truman
will do nothing which could be interpreted as a refusal of the offer. "
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a. Skepticism,,, Prudence... Caution,.. No Exaggerated Hopes,..": Skeptica)
acceptance of the conciliatory tone of Stalin's reply to Smith's four questiong
characterizes the overwhelming majority of monitored westorn Europe broadcast -
references to the Stalin-Smith exchange, Says Rome, for example: “firgt
. reactions,,, were reserved and cautiously expectant, No exaggerated hopes
are placed on practical developments," Such reservations mark monitored
broadeasts from London, Paris, Rome, Madrid, Berne, Melbourne, Stockholm,

- Ankara, and radios in the western zones of Germany, Stalints reply is

‘frequently termed such things .es & "diplomstic maneuver," "& rhetorical

appeal;"  "a spectacular gesture," "a cacophonous instrumentation."

Many of the broadcast statements examine the reply in the light of the Soviet
note to Norway regarding the North Atlantic Pact, or in the light of Soviet
policy on Berlin, The two sides of Soviet policy are said to be "contra-
dictory” only-at first glance; in reality, it is claimed, they are "parts" of
a whole, "complementary," Commentators and, broadcast editorials resort to
varied similés  and metaphors in their attempts to characterize the "maneuver
precisely. Paris quotes CE MATIN IE PAYS which characterizes the reply ag "an
excellent example,,, of the diplomatts art which consists in alternating the °
dagger with chocolate"; IES ECHOS is said to have compared the "new coup” to

a 'move 1n a game'of chess,"” London quotes the DAILY MAIL as believing the
reply to be another instance of Stalin's familiar resort to "words, " while
"His emissaries throw monkey wrenches into the peace machinerv," Berne reportg
that Swiss papers describe the maneuver in reteorological, or musical terms:
the Berne IER BUND is saild to refer to Soviet maneuvers as "political April
weather” in which "sunshine follows thunder"; while DIE TAT claims that Stalin
plays "softly on the flute while using his feet on the drum, " Berne also '
interprets the move as part of Moscow?’s "shock system" for the treatment of
the western powerss "cold. s'howers are followed by warm ones at long -
intervals, " ' ‘ -

Monitored broadcasts "explain' the seeming divergencies in Soviet policies on -
grounds ranging from "tension" in the Kremlin to a desire for a lull during
vwhich Soviet gains in:Europe and Asia may be consolidated, In an early
analysis, the London commertator Gordon Waterfield, develops a theoretical
explaration: :

"Mr, Stalin conducts two diplomacies. One is based on the Marx-Lenin-
Stalin theory of history and revolution, the enduring and fundamental
policy. The other diplcmacy for the market places of the world is

- propaganda diplomacy carried on through interviews with journalists and
through speeches delivered by the Soviet delegation at the United
Nations," o

Gther monitored broadcasts explain Stalin's statement on the basis of specific,
current developments,

1. The Atlantic Pact and/or Western Union: A number of press and radio
cammentators adduce that Stalin was motivated by a desire "to hamper the effort
to form a western union" (IE POPUIAIRE), or to "present the Atlantic Pact as
Scmething which is unnecessary," (SVENSKA DAGBLADET) Similar expressions are
found in BBC's quotations from W and DAILY TELEGRAPH, in Ernest
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difficu_lties in replacing worn-out equipment in. eastern Germans 'and in meeting=f

‘forelgn contracts.for the delivery of.Russian wheat, sin '

‘seriously endangered by atmospheric cond.itione’ ,‘ :
o p’ seible Soviet uneasiness ’ ‘ :
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Watkins' comnentary, and in a statement by Berlin's LDP chalrman SchWennige

 Paris quotes IE JOURNAL IE GENEVE, IE POPUIAIPM, L!AURORE LrINTRANSIGEANT,
and FRAKNCE SOIR, HUMAI\[[‘IE however is quoted as specifically denjing any
connection between western cooperation and the Stalin exchange, IENA, U,S,-

zone German press service, quotes the Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG as aseertipg
"Stalln's interview reveals genuine anxiety about the rallying of .the west"

- and a "psychologically favorable" time'for it "coincides" with Russian censure

of the Atlantic Pact. Radio Melbourne ‘quotes Roberc Menzies and Anglo- SR

:;American diplomats as believing the move was a reflection of Soviet dlstrust oi’

western unity, Ankara cites TASVIR as noting the coincidence of the inter-

- viéw with the Soviet "warning” to small rations about the Atlantic Pact; vhile

CUMHURIYET interprets the move to mean that Stalin wants to "glow down

measures of" defense

2, West German State. The alleged connection between Stalin’e reply.to

Smith and the impending stabilization of the German sltuation is pointed out
by Baden Baden; by Madrid quoting "London® observers"; by Helsinki, also quotinga
"London diplomatic circles"”; by London, quotlng the" YORKSBIRE POST- by Paris, ;. |

‘guoting "dlplometic circles b and Ernst Reuter; by. IIEhA quoting S’I‘UI‘IGAR‘I‘ER

-_’MCERICHTEN and by Mézico in an "editorial note" analyz..ng Stalin's replies.

3, "Topsion™ in the Kremlin: Oplnions vary over the possibility that

- the" interview might have been occasioned by "nervousness in‘the Kremlin,"

London quotes the BIRMINGHAM POST as declaring "t would be-foolish to read -
4into. Me, Stalin's answers evidence of nervousness in the. Keemlin,” - On the

'other hand, the British-zone German press service reports that according to. the -

Berlin. DER TAG, "Moscow had cortain redsons really. to seek:a way out of the» :
steadily growing tension"; and according: to AFP the Basle’ MTIONAIZEITUNG

~reports’that "Stalinfs gesture is thought to be a Symptom of. internal tensior_l

in:Rusgia," The Paris radio cites IA VIE FIl\IA_I\ICIERE to the ef fec‘t that -

: 'are'among h causes' of

PPCPEI

ol A Delavmg Tactic: AFP reports _that 1E. JOURNAL IE- CEI\IEVE noted that
"the USSR wishes to gain time," while IE POPULAIRE thinks the interview ‘
"probably means that the USSR is. ‘thinking of consolidating its position,’

The Havara radio declares that the Soviet Union "will dedicate: itself to the
digestion of the advantages achieved in-Asia, and aI terwards will return more

'enernetically to the original objective o:f‘ the domination of: Durope "

b, 'Deeds Rather: than Words": ‘The rajority of ‘the- west~European radios -and. - -
press appear united in their belief that the Soviet Union should demonstrate
its peaceful intentions by "deeds rather than words," Brazzaville quotes ' “the
London Foreign Office ‘as holding this point of view and similar expressions.
are attributed to spokesman or Jourmal in Paris, Rome, the Netherlands, and
Vienna, WIENER KURIER, London TIMES, and L'AUBE are also quoted as: claiming
Rugsia will have an opportunitv to prove its sincerity when the Austrian
treatv comea up for diacussion later this month,

. - S
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~of action that. shculd ‘be pursued in. response to Stalin's gtatement, there are :

c, Unequivocal ReJection. _ Among monitored forei'rn radio broadcasts to date )5
there have been at. least three unequivocally negative statements about Stalin's ki
roply to Smith's four .questions, One ofx them comes from West Berlin's B '
Oberburgermeister Reuter who; according to the British-zone.German press .
service gaid that he did not believe in a Soviet peace ofiensive--that "for
tactical reasons, the Soviets were sure to prevaricate at times in order to
obtain influence on and a share in the Ruhr," The second appears. in Madrid
radio commentary characterizing the reply as "merely a propagandist effort,”
The ‘commentary further contends “that behind the Soviet propagandistic -
verbosity there is a latent reality-—that of. launching a war as soon as :
Russia is in a pesition to win it." And the third is represented by a London f
DAILY MAIL editorial identifying Stalin's tactics with those -6f Hitler's, Ag
reported by the BBC, "the MAIL says Hitler deceived the democratic,nations unt?-
it was too late to organize collective security; but the western nations have

learned ‘their lesson and are not to be taken in by Mr, Stalin,"

d. What Should Be' Done" -Among various monitored suggestions as to the course :

Tev ‘that recomend utright' veJection; - That' Stalin's statements: be given - o
serious consideration in the chance that thev might offer some hope for world S
peace 1is 'the. gist of seyeral. - : _ . : B

"According to the BBC ‘the. British DAILY. EXPRESS "snggesf's that Nh' S‘talin .'
‘should: be taken. at his word and invited to meet Presﬂdent Truman - . -
and Mr Attlee in London, vee There will have to be a meeting somewhere
one day and Britain should never stop trying for it,” - g2

The Paris L’AURORE-FRAI‘ICE-LIBRE.‘ states that 'whether it 'be a trap or not
‘the ‘new attitude -adopted by the Kremlin should. be taken-into: account

a0V ir oW 18) 1ntentions dare not sincere, the fact that’ Moscow
' 'resort to cunmng proves that the Westl-'-; -.:sufficiently

- : ; reports that the Norwegian Premier eypressed the L

- “opinion: that 'if ‘such a meeting (as referred to by Stalin) was’ arranged

it could mean a- great: deal to humanitv wh:lch had had enough of war and
suffering, " " ’ . ,

Accordmg to the BBC the British YORKSHIRE POST "welcomes Mr Stalln's '
vwords as, at any rate, a ghow of conciliation and says we shall examine.
then closely for any chance of cooperation, They ray be the last

. ,opportunity to-stop-a drift toward- disastrous- conflict, ~-Britain- 1s o) o
her guard, but ‘any real” friendliness on Russia’s part would be. answered

: with friendliness by us," : : :

And in the same BBC broadcast the London NEWS CHRONICIE is reported to

" -have said that "despite the enormous (differences) between Mr, Stalin's
words and the deeds of hig lieutenants, Mr, Stalin's. overtures to the West
cannot be laughed off or rejected in a cavalier fashion, They demand a
response, and the Weatern Powers have always declared their readiness to
negotiate with Ruasia to end the civil war provided this is not done
under duress,"
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- Tho'Paris  FRANC TIREUR -considos

. upon:the West,

- AN the . lobbles, A

| ear," COMAT also : that _

. next gesture, Let us hope that the ‘response will not disappoint the men of
‘ool wizy, v T T T T T TRERONS0 WHLL not disappot

™

There are:att.lea.éf_ two suggestions mplying that vpropa’éanda. conéideraticjné LA

should be taken into account in answering Stalin's advances,

‘Basle's NATIONAIZEITUNG, for example, "considers that the Western Powers -
~ought to answer the advances made by Stalin in some vay, whatever their
doubts as to the sincerity of his declarations, . ...the Russian offers
‘should be teken at face.value o that they will not be able to throw the
- responsibility for the continuation of conflict in the eyes of the

‘Russians on the Western Powers,." o :

. And; according to AFP, -'Carlos'Ro.muld ‘of the Philippines "urged that. . .

~ ‘Stalin's peace feelers fshould be given earnest consideration,,,, The.
‘Becurity and well-being of the world. .demand that every avenue to peace .
be explored, If the Stalin.statemént should prove to be a false lead, the

- U.S, will not be the loser. for having pursued it in good faith and
‘oxposed it for the deliberate deception that was intended to be," -

5 FRANC TIREUR cons for the gévermients concerned,,, | -
questions:in turn and ‘to-make'coner te proposals,,, in-order to bring Lt

ut more specific a_‘nsviers-"-B&,*Stalm,és‘f,iy‘:_an_; LA

A general meeting, to include ‘the.heads of state of other countries concernsd, -

1s suggested by Istanbul's TASVIR, "Such a meeting* concludes’ the paper, « -
'should be the center of 8 general peace ‘conference." And the consorvative !
FIGARO cautions‘against. undertalking any tallks with Moscow "without making the -

- Kremlin clearly: gﬁderstand’:tnatatﬁis‘;-g_ccepi;a‘,nce; 18 not a manifestation of

weakness and without stating at the" ime that there can be no guestion: of .

@iving up a vigorously defensive ‘policy‘which the ‘Soviets themselves imposed’ = = -
... " The'rightist LIEPO olng even further in this directiop; - -

‘ong -,.izill'_. 10 :i'c')'x'ﬁ;;er' lend them an: -

vhien na
7 t 18 no longer up to Stalin to make the.

considers that 1

e, ."‘Re‘ééfiénéﬂt‘of Off’i"ciél"’lf,-Si Attitudes To date, among countries cutside. =~ -
the SQviQt"-orbit , monitored Toreign radio reactions to the American attitude

that Mr, Stalints ansvwers to. ‘the questions put to him mark any gignificant
change in the international sitvation, ... Thus, if Mr, Stalin's statements
Were a propaganda device, they have failed in their purpose so far as the U,Ss,
Administr.ation is concerned, If they were not a mere propaganda device; it
1s st1ll open to Mr, Stalin to support his words by deeds, " o
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French reaction appears in a, Parie press review of 2 February‘
) . . i 4 o
" "COMBAT writes that 'thé U.s. keeps o her po;n‘c of view which is that v
negotiations with the USSR will make no difference to the Atlantic '
- Pact, .,,, The apparent stiffening of the State. Department'e attitude
-toward Russia should of course not be taken too literally., For the time
. being, Dean Acheson is trying to reassure the western rations and to
~ adiinister a proof of the contimnty of. U,8, policy A '

CE I\.ATIN IE PAYS considers the. "negative answer to Stalin" as a reflection
- of the State Department's bellef "Ithat it will be time to begin direct i
: negotietlons with the Kremlin when the European’ balance of power is :
restored, '" .

'IIBIJRATION (leftiet) , on. the other hand "regrets that Britain and the
U.S, have said 'no,! Ve cannot, ! it says, thelp being astounded on
hear:wg that Stalin's conc1liatory declaration, the third in a space of
.. two years has been brushed aside because it was not made in the accepted.j
-.’v;‘,way Where do.the Anglo-Saxons want to get?* Do. they prefer. -the Atlantic
. Pact which contains. the germ of war or a freely discussed and loyally = °
accepted peaceful agreement Can't thev vi eualize peace otherwiee than '
. as an atomic peace,!" : :




